
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2006-50-WS- ORDERNO. 2006-116

FEBRUARY27,2006

IN RE: JointApplicationof TimothyP.Oliverand )
JamesC. Thigpenfor ExpeditedApprovalof a )
Transferof Assetsof GoatIslandWaterand )
SewerCompany,Inc.; theTransferof )
OperatingAuthority of GoatIslandWaterand )
SewerCompany,Inc.; andTransferof all )
SewerServiceSystemwithout Limitationsto )
all Customersof GoatIslandWaterandSewer )
Company,Inc. of ClarendonCounty,South )
Carolina. )

ORDERGRANTING
MOTION FOR
CONFIDENTIAL
TREATMENT

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

(Commission)on the Motion filed by Timothy P. Oliver (Joint Applicant) to exclude

confidentialinformationin thepresentproceeding.Therequestedconfidentialtreatment

by the JointApplicantpertainsto the February1, 2006,filing of a Joint Applicationof

TimothyP. Oliver andJamesC. Thigpenfor expeditedapprovalof thetransferof assets

andauthorityof GoatIslandWaterandSewerCompany,Inc.

Accordingto the JointApplicant, informationcontainedin theJoint Application

containspersonalfinancial information of the parties to this proceedingand if such

informationis publicly released,it could causeirreparableharm to theinvolved parties.

Therefore,the Joint Applicant requeststhat the Commissionexcludesuch information.

Pursuant to Commission Order No. 2005-226, "Order Requiring Designation of
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ConfidentialMaterials",issuedMay 6, 2005,theJointApplicantdelineatesin theMotion

thematerialfor whichthe confidentialtreatmentis soughtandsuchinformationwas filed

in a separatepackageclearlymarked"confidential."

TheOffice of Regulatory Staff (ORS), by letter dated February 15, 2006, advises

that the ORS does not object to the Motion that confidential information contained in the

Joint Application be treated as confidential.

The South Carolina Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) allows exemption from

disclosure proprietary business information that meets a definition of "personal

information." S.C. Code Ann. Section 30-4-40(a)(2) states that matters which may be

exempt from FOIA include: "(2) Information of a personal nature where the public

disclosure thereof would constitute unreasonable invasion of personal privacy."

We find that the information for which the Joint Applicant seeks protection as

confidential falls within the definition of materials which may be exempted from

disclosure under FOIA. The Commission therefore grants the Motion of the Joint

Applicant and provides that the aforementioned information provided in the Joint

Application to the Commission shall be considered proprietary and confidential and filed

under seal.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. The Motion of Timothy P. Oliver to exclude confidential material

included in the Joint Application of Timothy P. Oliver and James C. Thigpen is granted.

The Commission and Commission Staff shall treat the materials as confidential, and such



DOCKETNO. 2006-50-WS- ORDERNO.2006-116
FEBRUARY27,2006
PAGE3

materials shall not be subject to public disclosure absent further order of this

Commission.

2. This Ordershall remain in full forceand effect until further orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Randy_itc_h 11,ZCr_irm_

ATTEST:

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)


